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NWEA
Our December test administration is our 

district’s mid-year check in on student growth. 



Part 1: What is NWEA?
NWEA is:

*A nationally normed measure of a 
student’s academic growth over time.

*Focused on growth. Sets individual 
growth goals for students based on age, 
grade and historical performance. 

*Adaptive: Test looks different for each 
student.

*Norm-referenced: Gives a ranking that 
compares students to a larger population. 

NWEA is not:

*A criterion referenced test: It does not 
measure the same skills for all students. It 
does not measure against a fixed set of 
criteria or standards for a specific grade 
level.

*MAP and ANet -- as well as most 
teacher-created and curriculum-based 
assessments -- are criterion referenced 
tests. 



Part 1: Why do we use NWEA at KCIA?
● Measures individual student growth over time. 

No matter where a student started, we can 
assess whether they are making more or less 
academic progress than the average student at 
their age and achievement level. This is key for 
assessing our effectiveness is teaching students 
who are performing below grade level.

● Allows our charter authorizer to measure the 
effectiveness of our academic program in a way 
that accounts for growth, rather than only 
relying on the criterion-referenced MAP test. 



How did we do?

We are so close to meeting our strategic plan goal, and the percentage 
of students who met their individual growth targets is significantly 

higher than during the past two years. Three grade levels met the goal 
in reading and five met the goal in math! 



Reading

1.
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Reading : Conditional Growth Index

● Number of standard 
deviations above or 
below typical 
growth

● Average is 0; CGI of 
0.3 is one month of 
above average 
growth between the 
two tests

● Best measure of 
effectiveness per 
statistician



Reading: Achievement Gap Closure

Percentage of 
students who 
tested at or 
above grade 
level



Math

2.
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Math: Conditional Growth Index

● Number of standard 
deviations above or 
below typical 
growth

● Average is 0; CGI of 
0.3 is one month of 
above average 
growth between the 
two tests

● Best measure of 
effectiveness per 
statistician



Math: Achievement Gap Closure
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Percentage 
of students 
who tested 
at or above 
grade level



Science

3.
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Science: Conditional Growth Index
● Number of 

standard 
deviations above or 
below typical 
growth

● Average is 0; CGI 
of 0.3 is one month 
of above average 
growth between 
the two tests

● Best measure of 
effectiveness per 
statistician



Science: Achievement Gap Closure 

Percentage 
of students 
who tested 
at or above 
grade level



Early Literacy Data



EL Writing Assessment



Questions?

ANet Interim 2 data will be available next 
month. Testing is in progress.



http://bit.ly/2PfT4lq

